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PARIS II: Computer Aided Solvent Design for Pollution Prevention

Abstract

There is a great need to replace solvents currently used in industry but whose
continued use presents a number of environmental difficulties.  These difficulties
include worker health concerns, environmental impacts such as ozone depletion,
and toxicity in the environment.  The replacement of these objectionable
solvents, however, is rather a difficult task.  One reason is that in order to
successfully replace a solvent with another solvent or a solvent mixture, a great
many solvent parameters and, for mixtures, different compositions need to be
considered.  The list of solvent parameters that need to be considered can
include density, viscosity, surface tension, solvent capacity, etc., and can
become quite large.

Clearly, trying to accomplish this replacement search by hand can become a
nearly interminable task.  It is also frequently desirable and more economical to
replace only the solvent, but not the process or the equipment in which the
solvent is being used.  In order to replace only the solvent, it is further necessary
to consider the various performance requirements for the solvent such as
evaporation rate, flash point, etc.  Including an appropriate set of solvent
parameters and performance requirements in considering replacement solvents
is extremely important to insure that the replacement will perform adequately.

At the US EPA's National Risk Management Research Laboratory, an effort is
underway to develop a computer program that will allow users to design more
benign replacement solvents.  The software is entitled PARIS II which is am
acronym for Program for Assisting the Replacement of Industrial Solvents,
Version 2.  The program is capable of going beyond solvent substitution into
solvent design.

The solvent design capability allows the user to enhance desirable solvent
properties while simultaneously suppressing undesirable ones such as, for
example, toxicity.  This is achieved by selecting appropriate mixtures of pure
solvents and manipulating the composition.  The composition is manipulated by a
algorithm aided by a library of routines of fluid property prediction techniques and
solvent performance requirements.  The program contains a database of
solvents, and lists of solvent properties and solvent performance requirements.
The list of solvent properties adequately characterizes both the static and the
dynamic behavior of the solvents.  The list of solvent performance requirements
includes comprehensive measures of toxicity and means to estimate volatile
organic emissions among other items.  The program develops a list of ranked
candidate replacement pure solvents or solvent mixtures for consideration by the
user.
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